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Guide to the Study of Intelligence

The Literature of Intelligence:

‘Another Kind of Need to Know.’

by Douglas L. Wheeler, Ph.D.

“…..What does he next prepare?
Whence will he move to attack?
By water, earth or air?-
How can we head him back?.....”

— Rudyard Kipling, The Spies’ March, 19131

Introduction

Today few would dispute the notion that there 
is a literature of intelligence. In 1955, however, 
Dr. Sherman Kent, the father of contemporary 

American intelligence analysis, argued that there 
really was no literature of intelligence and that Amer-
ican intelligence services required a literature.2 While 
such a literature is a relatively recent phenomenon, 
one should ask: Was there a literature of intelligence 
in 1955 and, if so, what was it? And today how might 
one define, classify and assess what is now a much 
larger body of literature?

The literature of intelligence and studies related 
thereto3 is now a vast, multi-disciplinary body of work 
in many languages. It includes not only printed books 
and articles but also a growing online presence, which 
can be perishable.

Unlike better established and larger bodies of lit-
erature on other topics (for example, military studies) 

1. From Hugh & Graham Greene (eds.), The Spy’s Bedside Book, 
(London: Rupert Hart-Davis, 1957) p. 133 and in pp. 120-121, 
from 2nd edition, with an Introduction by Dame Stella Riming-
ton, former Director MI-5 (London: Hutchinson, 2007).
2. Sherman Kent, “The Need for an Intelligence Literature,” 
Studies In Intelligence (Washington, DC: Central Intelligence Agen-
cy) (originally classified), Vol.1, No 1, Sept. 1955.
3. This includes not only literature about intelligence but also 
analyses about this literature.

the literature of intelligence studies is more recent, 
and its quality and reliability more uneven. Authorita-
tive, critical scholarly commentary on it is a recent phe-
nomenon. Some of it remains more contentious than 
aspects of military studies, and an unknown part of it 
remains classified. Besides the two questions above, 
this article provides background and answers to other 
questions: Why does such literature matter and why 
should students in intelligence studies, whatever their 
specialty, have a need to know essential components?

The Literature of Intelligence in 1955 
— A Brief Review —

When Sherman Kent wrote his article in Studies 
In Intelligence he was correct that his profession needed 
a literature but was mistaken that there was no litera-
ture of intelligence of any sort. There was little on that 
topic which most concerned Kent — the theory and 
practice of intelligence analysis. Six years before he 
had published a book on the topic.4 By the mid-1950s 
there was a growing body of intelligence-related books 
and articles in a variety of subjects.

In fact, a major turning point in the history of 
this literature was World War I. In the decade or two 
following, a small flood of publications about secret 
aspects of the war came out in Britain, continental 
Europe and North America. Literature about interna-
tional espionage won a growing readership, according 
to publishers’ tracking of book sales and ranking 
their popularity. An example was a 1933 memoir by a 
former British diplomat involved in spying in Bolshe-
vik Russia that hit the top of the non-fiction book sales 
charts in the United States.5 It is worth noting that 
events described in many of these books contained 
revelations about several Soviet intelligence services.6

Before 1955, the taxonomy of the literature of 
intelligence was not as complex as today. There were 
still relatively few categories, including spy fiction 

4. Sherman Kent, Strategic Intelligence for American World Policy 
(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1949).
5. Robert Bruce Lockhart’s British Agent (New York: Putnam, 
1933); was one of several books by former secret agents pub-
lished between 1933 and 1952, which achieved best-selling 
status in the United States as well as in Britain. A British feature 
film, based in part on Lockhart’s account, starred Leslie Howard 
and was released in 1934.
6. Concerning non-fiction best-sellers, see Alice Payne Hackett 
and James Henry Burke, 80 Years Of Best Sellers. 1895-1975 (New 
York: R.R. Bowker, 1977), pp. 115, 131, 158. A 1941 bestseller 
was Jan Valtin’s sensational memoir of a German Communist 
secret agent for the Soviets who defected in 1938 to the United 
States: Out Of The Night (Garden City, NY: Garden City Publish-
ing, 1941/1942). A 1952 top seller was Whittaker Chambers, 
Witness (New York: Random House, 1952).
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with spy novels and stories, as well as non-fiction 
works with the memoirs of former spies or spymasters, 
anthologies of recollections of former spies, surveys 
of spy history and historical accounts of spying in 
World War I, including well-documented warnings of 
American vulnerability to foreign spying in the 1930s,7 
and memoirs of the early Soviet defectors (1928-1939).

While a few German and French scholars, and 
one German spymaster, published accounts of espi-
onage history, as early as the 1880s and 1890s, it was 
not until after World War I that a handful of British, 
American, French and German scholars, journalists 
and spymasters began to probe systematically the his-
tory of spying in international affairs.8 In the footsteps 
of British spy fiction writers Oppenheim, Le Queux 
and Buchan, a new generation began to publish spy 
novels in the 1930s.9

In the late 1940s, dozens of books and many 
newspaper stories were published in the United 
States, Britain and France on World War II Allied 
secret operations and stories of OSS actions. Many 
were sensationalized personal accounts. In addition 
a new genre of serious intelligence literature started 
to emerge. This was intelligence history in a popular 
form. An early example was Richard Rowan’s intrigu-
ing, but eccentric historical romp of 1937, on spying 
from pre-biblical times to 1936, The Story of Secret 
Service,10 which sold well but was soon out of print. 

7. A former British intelligence officer in World War I warned 
about the United States’ vulnerability to German spies in the late 
1930s. See Captain Henry Landau, The Enemy Within: The Inside 
Story of German Sabotage in America (New York: Putnam’s, 1937).
8. The 1882 memoir (edited by J. Auerbach) of Prussian spymas-
ter, Wilhelm Stieber was probably the first published memoir 
of a European state’s secret intelligence service, and was finally 
translated to English in a 1980 edition: Wilhelm Stieber, The 
Chancellor’s Spy. The memoir of Walther Nicolai, chief of Germa-
ny’s Military Intelligence service in World War I was translated 
into English and published as The German Secret Service (London, 
1924). There was also the general study of the subject by W.N. 
Klembowski, L’espionnage militaire en temps de guerre (Paris, 1895) 
and an account by F. Routier, L’espionnage et la trahison en temps 
de paix et en temps de guerre (Paris, 1911). A pioneering scholar 
of intelligence studies was French historian-archivist, George 
Bourgin, at France’s Archives Nationales, Paris, the author of 
“Espionage,” in Volume 8 (Edwa-Extract) Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(Chicago, IL: University of Chicago, 1929 edition; 1944 reprint-
ing), pp. 712-714.
9. E. Phillips Oppenheim (1860-1946) wrote The Avenger in 1908. 
William LeQueux (1864-1927 wrote the popular anti-German 
story The Invasion of 1910 and the Tsar’s Spy. John Buchan (1875-
1940) wrote the spy thriller The Thirty-Nine Steps in 1915. Later, 
following Somerset Maugham’s Ashendon (New York: Random 
House, original copyright 1928), Graham Greene and Eric Am-
bler began to publish international thrillers, most notably, Eric 
Ambler’s Epitaph for a Spy (New York: Vintage, first published 
1937).
10. Rowan’s 1937 classic of 732 pages sold well as a Literary 

Published in 1941 before Pearl Harbor, Terror In Our 
Time: The Secret Service of Surprise Attack, was Rowan’s 
sensational expose of pre-Dec. 7, 1941 Japanese spying 
and potential sabotage activities, and although it was 
not the best seller that his 1937 book was it did arouse 
the interest of the FBI readers who began surveillance 
of his public lectures, opened an investigation on him, 
and questioned him as to where he got his information 
on sabotage of US targets.11

A major milestone came with Kent’s key 1955 
article, “The Need for an Intelligence Literature.” 
Sherman Kent, a former history professor from Yale 
University who joined the CIA’s Board of National 
Estimates, became, in effect, the father of contem-
porary intelligence assessment. He had suggested in 
1941 the US intelligence capability was at a low point12 
but that fourteen years later in 1955, the profession of 
intelligence in the United States had come of age and 
now required its own literature. For Kent, intelligence 
was not only a “profession” but a distinct “discipline.” 
He argued that, like all disciplines, it too needed a 

Guild of America book and though the book soon went out of 
print, it had an afterlife. A British edition was published, as well 
as editions in French and other European languages. There may 
also have been a Japanese edition. The author later claimed on 
the public speaking circuit in New York that Japanese intel-
ligence used The Story of Secret Service to instruct their spies. A 
revised, expanded edition, which carried espionage history up to 
1964 but deleted some early history, was published in 1967 and 
included a laudatory preface from former Director of Central In-
telligence, Allen Dulles. See Richard Wilmer Rowan with Robert 
G Deindorfer, Secret Service: Thirty-Three Centuries of Espionage (New 
York: Hawthorn Books, 1967); also Douglas L. Wheeler,”Fiftieth 
Anniversary of Richard Wilmer Rowan’s The Story of Secret 
Service,” in Foreign Intelligence Literary Scene. A Bimonthly News-
letter/Book Review (National Intelligence Study Center, Nov-Dec 
1987; Vol. 6, No.6, pp.1-5. A collection of Rowan’s papers) is 
in the Milne Special Collections and Archives, Dimond Library, 
University of New Hampshire, Durham, NH.
11. Richard W. Rowan, Terror In Our Time: The Secret Service of 
Surprise Attack (New York: Longmans, 1941). Information on the 
FBI file on Rowan was obtained in the late 1980s by this writer 
from a Freedom of Information Act request to the FBI. The 
file in question was from an “Internal Security” investigation 
of historian Rowan, which began in late 1940 and was closed 
in 1943. The file was listed as “Richard Wilmer Rowan,” File 
100-7688. Information on the case described in my unpublished 
conference paper, “Testing ‘The Great Spy Theory Of History,’ 
And Other Problems In Historical Methodology Of Intelligence 
Studies,” prepared for a panel on Comparative Methodologies in 
the Study of Intelligence, chaired by Prof. David Charters, 32nd 
Annual Meeting, International Studies Association, Vancouver, 
BC, Canada, March 20-23, 1991.
12. Kent, “The Need for an Intelligence Literature,” op cit. See 
also an important biographical source on Kent, a brief mono-
graph by Jack Davis, “Sherman Kent and the Profession of 
Intelligence Analysis,” The Sherman Kent Center for Intelli-
gence Analysis, Central Intelligence Agency/Library, Occasional 
Papers, Volume 1, Number 5, Nov. 2002. Accessed on the CIA 
Library/Kent Center website, Jan. 25, 2014.
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literature so that, however secret the work of intel-
ligence was, there could be publications that would 
allow the public to study the discipline’s “methodol-
ogy.” A literature of intelligence, too, served a more 
subtle purpose — as a hedge against budget cutbacks 
or post-war demobilization of intelligence services, 
as had happened after the end of both World War I 
and World War II. Additionally, Kent saw a practical 
reason for such a literature at a nervous moment in 
the new nuclear age. That was to leave a printed legacy 
for readers who might survive a war with the Soviet 
Union. From the Berlin airlift crisis of 1948-49, to the 
August 1949 Soviet test of its first atomic bomb, to the 
1950 beginning of the Korean War, and to other war 
and spy scares, Americans were fearful of a nuclear 
catastrophe.13

After the U-2 incident (May 1960) and the Bay of 
Pigs debacle (April 1961), and the consequent greater 
public awareness of previously secret American intel-
ligence activities, scholars and journalists began to 
examine the intelligence profession and the literature 
of intelligence began to expand.

Characterizing the Literature  
of Intelligence Studies

Like ‘classics’ in any field, notable works in the 
literature of intelligence are of enduring value and 
contain a notability beyond a simple tally of sales at 
any point in time. Classics embody high standards in 
written expression, authenticity of sources, unique 
stories, and original thought.

Some works have had an important impact on his-
torical events by influencing leaders, helping change 
government policy, and alerting and inspiring public 
opinion. I have selected the following five books and 
a collection of leaked secret documents published in 
scores of newspapers and magazines which appeared 
between 1903 and 2013. They were made available to 
the public by British, Irish and American authors and, 
however controversial the materials they presented, 
they inspired later generations of students in the field 
of intelligence studies and also had an impact on both 
public opinion and government policy. Some of the 
material, such as the Snowden leaks, which began 
to appear in 2013, appear online as digital literature 
which can be ephemeral and incomplete.

Erskine Childers’ 1903 spy thriller, The Riddle Of 
the Sands was a best seller in Britain and has never gone 

13. Perhaps it was no coincidence that a popular hit song of 
1949 had a lyric, which advised radio listeners to “Enjoy your-
self, it’s later than you think.”

out of print. It is centered in the North Sea and Frisian 
islands, in which a young English yachtsmen discovers 
a plot by Germany to invade England. It was also an 
early warning to the British government of a future 
menace. The book aroused anxiety that the country 
was unprepared for a naval conflict with Germany. 
Within a year or two the Royal Navy established a naval 
reserve force to use the sailing skills and knowledge 
of amateur sailors. The Balfour government arranged 
for the establishment of more fleet ports in Scotland. 
Seldom has a single book had such an unexpected, 
vital impact. 14

Some books have influenced later spy novelists 
and presented a more realistic portrayal of spying. 
Some have been used to teach about secret work in 
intelligence schools. Such is the case of the celebrated 
British novelist W. Somerset Maugham’s spy stories 
collected in the 1928 book, Ashenden. It is a memoir 
only lightly disguised as fiction. Maugham, who was 
trained as a medical doctor but became a celebrated 
playwright and novelist, served in British secret 
intelligence in Switzerland and Russia in World War 
I. Despite Maugham’s view that intelligence work was 
not only tediously boring but also amoral and futile, 
it was said that British intelligence recommended 
that newly recruited agents-in-training read Ashenden. 
Like The Riddle Of the Sands, the slim volume has long 
remained in print.15

An important book on secret writing or cryp-
tology was the memoir by Herbert O. Yardley, The 
American Black Chamber, published in 1931,16 two years 
after Yardley lost his job as a codebreaker with the 
State Department and Navy sponsored unit in New 
York. Unemployed and in need of funds, he wrote the 
book simply for money. The author’s motives are much 
less complex than the consequences of the book’s 
publication. Its wide readership, including in Japan, 
influenced American and Japanese cryptography and 
adversely impacted American capabilities before 

14. David Stafford, The Silent Game: The Real World of Imaginary 
Spies (Toronto: Lester&Orpen Dennys, 1988), pp. 31-35.
15. Stafford, The Silent Game, pp. 80-83.
16. David Kahn, The Codebreakers: The Story of Secret Writing (New 
York: Scribners, 1996, 2nd ed), pp. 350-369; for Kahn’s com-
ment on how his reading of Yardley’s 1931 book as a boy of 13, 
helped inspire Kahn’s career interest in pursuing the history 
of codebreaking, see David Kahn’s Introduction to the 1981 
paperback reprinting of Yardley’s The American Black Chamber 
(New York: Ballantine, 1981, part of its Espionage/Intelligence 
Library), pp. ix-xvi. See also Yardley, The American Black Chamber 
(Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1931). And see Kahn’s definitive 
biography of Yardley, The Reader of Gentlemen’s Mail: Herbert O. 
Yardley and the Birth of American Codebreaking (New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2004).
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World War II. The American Black Chamber was an early 
example of a government employee “leaking” diplo-
matic and military secrets, and led to the government 
rapidly passing a law to prevent him from publishing 
another book along the same lines. The impact of 
Yardley’s sensational book has become clothed in 
myth and half-truth. Only recently have historians 
determined the actual effects of the book’s publica-
tion. The Japanese did not alter their code system and 
move to mechanical coding just because of Yardley’s 
book; this evolution was already underway before 
mid-1931. The fears of damage to American intelli-
gence work were overblown, according to historian 
David Kahn; rather, the long-term effects of the book 
later during World War II were positive for American 
codebreaking.17

In 1964, a best-selling book by two Washing-
ton-based journalists, David Wise and Thomas Ross, 
The Invisible Government, revealed much about American 
intelligence services that was new to the public. Until 
this book, American writers had discussed intelli-
gence-related incidents such as the U-2 affair and 
the Bay of Pigs fiasco largely as news stories, but had 
not ventured to offer a full picture of our intelligence 
system. Wise and Ross’ book focused mainly on the 
CIA but it was also one of the first works to reveal 
basic information on the most secret and newest of 
America’s intelligence services, the National Security 
Agency, established in 1952.18

What came to be called the “Pentagon Papers” 
gained public attention in 1970-71 when a senior, 
high level Federal government employee leaked copies 
of secret materials about the Vietnam War to several 
American Senators and the press.19 What began as 
controversy over American policies in the expanding 
Vietnam war, assumed crisis proportions when secret 
Pentagon documents were leaked by a senior policy 
consultant and researcher for the RAND Corporation 
who was Vietnam expert Daniel Ellsberg. Some of the 
material reached The New York Times, which in June 1971 
began to publish extracts. This provoked a constitu-
tional crisis when President Nixon’s administration 

17. Kahn, The Reader of Gentlemen’s Mail, chapter 12, “The Best 
Seller,” and Chapter 13, “The Critics, the Effects.”
18. David Wise and Thomas B. Ross, The Invisible Government 
(New York: Ballantine, 1964), pp. 218-225.
19. On the Pentagon Papers, see Daniel Ellsberg, Secrets. A Mem-
oir of Vietnam and the Pentagon Papers (New York: Viking, 2002); 
The New York Times, The Pentagon Papers. The Secret History of the 
Vietnam War (New York: Bantam, 1971 ed.); a longer published 
edition of the documents derived from what Ellsberg leaked to 
Senator Mike Gravel of Alaska: The Pentagon Papers: The Defense 
Department History of the United States’ Decision-making on Vietnam (4 
vols: Boston: Beacon Press, 1971).

sought to prevent that newspaper from publishing 
them. In its scale, contents and consequences, this was 
no ordinary small leak of information by a disgruntled 
government employee; the material in question, 7,000 
pages in 47 volumes, was a Pentagon commissioned, 
in-house secret history of US-Vietnamese relations 
from World War II to 1967. For ten days, by court 
order, The New York Times was prevented from publish-
ing extracts of the material Ellsberg had given them, 
before the Supreme Court allowed publication. When 
President Nixon sought to persecute and discredit Ell-
sberg by means of obtaining and revealing Ellsberg’s 
psychiatrist’s records, the affair became part of the 
Watergate scandals, ending with the resignation of 
President Nixon in August 1974.

A final example of an influential and controver-
sial leak about intelligence is the still unfolding story 
surrounding Edward Snowden’s leaks of National 
Security Agency documents.20 Unlike our earlier 
examples, what Snowden obtained and has leaked 
in segments has not been collected or published in 
book form. So far it remains dispersed in thousands 
of newspaper and magazines stories or online in web-
sites and blogs. Snowden’s main focus was NSA, but 
there were also significant revelations about the signal 
intelligence services of the other so-called “Five Eyes” 
(UK, Canada, Australia and New Zealand). Snowden’s 
leaks have provoked a vigorous, if nervous, national 
and global debate on surveillance and privacy in the 
United States and abroad. The scale of his leaks is 
unprecedented, dwarfing those of previous large-scale 
leakers such as Julian Assange’s “Wikileaks” and 
Bradley Manning.21

20. While no book yet published has collected significant 
portions of Snowden’s leaked documents, extracts and sum-
maries are found scattered in several biographical accounts 
of Snowden’s life and activities, and extracts have been pub-
lished by many newspapers all over the world, including most 
prominently the first newspapers which published Snowden 
materials in June 2013: in UK and the USA, The Guardian (previ-
ously known as The Manchester Guardian), The Washington Post, The 
New York Times, and in Germany, Der Spiegel. But scores of other 
periodicals as well as online websites published extracts as well. 
The newspaper response was truly global. There is a breathless, 
poorly sourced, hagiographic account by The Guardian journalist, 
Luke Harding, The Snowden Files: The Inside Story of the World’s Most 
Wanted Man (New York: Vintage, 2014). Glenn Greenwald, the 
American lawyer, journalist and blogger who was one of the first 
to work with Snowden and is based in Brazil, has a forthcoming 
biography, No Place To Hide: Snowden, NSA and…, slated to be pub-
lished in the US in late April 2014; some of Snowden’s materials 
are published in spurts in Glenn Greenwald’s online blog, called 
“The Intercept.”
21. Current best estimates of the size of Snowden’s leaks range 
from approximately 1.8 to 2 million files, and this is a conser-
vative, early count as the story further enfolds. These estimates 
are cited in Daniel Soar, ”Incendiary Devices,” a review of Luke 
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The National Security Agency’s surveillance 
capabilities has a literature of its own, beginning 
with important books by Dan Brown (a spy novel) 
and works by James Bamford and Frank Donner 
published between 1980 and 2004,22 as well as many 
related articles.

Conclusion
Trends in the post-1955 patterns of intelligence 

literature are worth summarizing. The decade of the 
1960s saw literature stimulated in part by the sensa-
tional intelligence-related news stories of 1960 and 
1962 from the USSR to Cuba, including the Cuban 
Missile crisis. As the public fascination with spy sto-
ries was exploited by popular television series about 
spies from the early 1960s to the early 1970s, the 
literature grew after 1972-74 with the publication of 
memoirs and reports of British intelligence officers 
recounting once closely held “ULTRA” secret and “the 
Double-Cross system.” In the late 1970s, scholarly 
books began to be published which documented how 
secret intelligence had been a hidden dimension of 
diplomatic history. Finally, in the 1980s, British and 
American scholars began to publish capsule histories 
of their intelligence services, and a respectable early 
encyclopedia of intelligence history was published.23 
In conclusion, the first two scholarly, refereed journals 
devoted entirely to intelligence studies began publish-
ing in the late 1980s in the UK and USA.24

Humor in the Literature of Intelligence
Humor and satire in the literature of intelligence 

are not included in the bibliography that follows. But 
it should be noted that there is a modest body of lit-
erature with or about humor in intelligence. It is not 

Harding’s book on Snowden, cited above, published in London 
Review Of Books (Vol. 36, No. 4, 20 February 2014, London), p. 
9 and an Associated Press wire report, ”Obama fuels reform 
on some but not all NSA spying,” published in many American 
papers, including Foster’s Daily Democrat (Dover, NH: Sunday, 
January 19, 2014), p. A3.
22. See Dan Brown, Digital Fortress (New York: St. Martin’s, 
1998), Frank J. Donner, The Age of Surveillance. The Aims and 
Methods of America’s Political Intelligence System (New York: Knopf, 
1980); and books by James Bamford: The Puzzle Palace: A Report on 
America’s Most Secret Agency, (New York: Penguin, 1982 and later 
eds.); Body of Secrets: Anatomy of the Ultra-Secret National Security 
Agency (New York: Doubleday, 2001); and A Pretext For War: 9/11, 
Iraq, And The Abuse of America’s Intelligence Agencies (New York: 
Doubleday, 2004).
23. Vincent and Nan Buranelli, Spy/Counterspy: An Encyclopedia Of 
Espionage (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1982).
24. International Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence (USA) 
and Intelligence and National Security (UK).

limited to the American humor books by former CIA 
officers cited in a note below. There are also such works 
in Britain, including satirical cartoons on intelligence 
subjects in magazines. It is interesting to note and may 
be significant that much of the humor material this 
writer has discovered focuses more on foreign rather 
than domestic intelligence services. This aspect of the 
field is experiencing only a modest growth.25

Nearly sixty years after Kent’s prescient article, 
there is not only a literature of intelligence of consid-
erable dimensions, but it is larger, more diverse and 
more exotic than Kent might have imagined. To the 
benefit of many it includes many scholarly disciplines 
from the sciences to the arts. It has also provided 
resources for academic approaches to intelligence 
studies at many institutions of higher education in 
various colleges and departments. Besides courses in 
law schools, there are also relevant courses of study 
in many colleges of arts and sciences in departments 
such as government and politics, national security, 
history, sociology and international relations.26 There 
are also intelligence-related courses taught in the 
armed services’ academies and universities, which 
offer various graduate degrees. Intelligence studies 
are no longer at the margins of academia but have an 
increasingly important and central place in the class-
room, in the electronic media and in the publishing 
world.

R e a d i n g s  f o r  I n s t r u c t o r s

Listed below is a selection of the outstanding, 
well-written and enduring examples of American and 
British intelligence literature. Though some of the 
foreign language literature has been translated into 
English, a significant quantity remains untranslated 
and only in the original languages.27

25. A brief list includes sections of the anthology of Graham 
Greene and Hugh Greene, The Spy’s Bedside Book (London: 
Rupert-Hart Davis, 1957); a recent work by a former CIA officer, 
Ed Mickolus, The Secret Book of CIA Humor (Gretna: LA: Pelican, 
2011), which has a suggestive bibliography, and could include 
a satirical novel by Scottish-American writer, Compton Mack-
enzie, Water on the Brain (1933) and Graham Greene’s classic 
send-up of both MI-6 and early James Bond novels: Our Man In 
Havana (1958). Unlike many other such publications in Britain, 
beginning in World War I and extending into the 1960s, there 
were a number of humorous cartoons related to the subject of 
espionage in London’s Punch magazine and less frequently in 
the American magazine, The New Yorker, especially during the 
mid-Cold War years.
26. AFIO lists colleges and universities with intelligence-related 
courses on its website (www.afio.com/12_academic.htm).
27. One of the most useful bibliographies related to intelligence 
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Intelligence Textbooks
Andrew, Christopher, Richard J. Aldrich and Wesley K. Wark 

(eds.), Secret Intelligence: A Reader (London and New York: 
Routledge, 2009/2010).

Lowenthal, Mark, Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy (Wash-
ington, DC: CQ Press, 5th edition, 2011).

Histories
Andrew, Christopher, Defend The Realm. The Authorized His-

tory of MI5 (New York: Knopf, 2009). This was an official 
history of the Security Service.

Andrew, Christopher, Her Majesty’s Secret Service: The Making 
of the British Intelligence Community (New York: Viking, 
1986). This covers the period up to 1950.

Brugioni, Dino A., Eyeball To Eyeball: The Inside Story of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis (New York: 1990/1991). Brugioni was 
a pioneer in photo interpretation.

Budiansky, Stephen, Battle of Wits: The Complete Story of 
Code-Breaking in World War II (New York: Free Press, 2000).

Collier, Basil, Hidden Weapons: Allied Secret or Undercover Ser-
vices In World War II (Barnsley, UK: Pen & Sword Military 
Classics, 2006: 1st ed: London: Hamish Hamilton, 1982).

Felix, Christopher, The Spy And His Masters: A Short Course In 
The Secret War (London: Secker & Warburg, 1963; 2nd 
rev. edition, with new introduction by the author [a 
US Foreign Service officer whose real name was James 
McCargar], New York: Ballantine, 1987).

Fishel, Edwin C., The Secret War For The Union: The Untold Story 
Of Military Intelligence In The Civil War (Boston and New 
York: Houghton-Mifflin, 1996).

Fishel, Edwin C., “Myths That Never Die,” International Journal 
of Intelligence and Counterintelligence (Vol.2, No.1, Spring 
1988). Also about the Civil War.

Hinsley, F. H. et. al., British Intelligence In The Second World War 
(London: Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, 1979-1990). 
In 6 volumes.

Jeffrey, Keith, The Secret History Of MI6 —1909-1949, (London: 
Penguin, 2010). This was an official authorized history 
of The Secret Intelligence Service.

Jones, R.V., The Wizard War: British Scientific Intelligence 1939-
1945 (New York: Coward, McCann, 1978). Jones headed 
British scientific intelligence.

Kahn, David, The Codebreakers: The Story of Secret Writing (New 
York: Scribner, 1967, 1st ed., 2nd ed., 1996). A classic.

Masterman, J.C., The Double-Cross System In the War of 1939 
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